1a Mary (Hawkins) Kelland . January 9th 1813 – 1886.

Children of Mary Kelland nee Hawkins and George Kelland.
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I have been told by David T. Kelland (page 1) that Mary Hawkins was born in Cricket
St. Thomas, Somerset. I still have to check the Parish records for this fact. According
to the Bible entry Mary was born January 9th, 1813. Most of Mary’s story has already
been told.
I have no information about her parents and have not found her on the I.G.I. records.
I just felt she deserved a story of her own. It is interesting that she married on
Christmas Day 1832. She would have been 19 years old. It was not uncommon to
marry on Christmas Day as this was a holiday, so they would not have had to ask
permission for an extra day off work. The birth of the first of their children that I have
is for George, born 11th November 1834. This is nearly two years after their marriage
and I have a sneaking suspicion that they may have already lost one child. Again, I
need to check the Parish Records for Chard. (We shall just have to go on holiday in
that area again!) Certainly in the next few years two of her children died; a daughter
Mary, who was just eleven months old, and a son Edward who lived for less than
three months. Infant mortality was much higher in the 19th Century than it is today
but I am sure that did not make the loss of a young child any less painful or any easier
to bear.
In the twenty years from 1834 to 1854 Mary gave birth to ten children, at fairly
regular intervals having a child almost every other year, which was not unusual. Of
these, three died in infancy. Looking at the various records that I have, Mary spent
the first six years of her married life in Chard, Somerset, (1832-1838), then a couple
of years in Taunton, Somerset,(1838 - 1840), before moving to Bristol in
Gloucestershire by 1840. Initially they lived in the heart of Bristol at Barton St., St.
Georges, Bristol (1841 Census) and then they moved near to the mouth of the river
Avon living at 31, Phoenix St., St. Lukes, Bristol. (1851 Census). Interestingly, living
at 29, Phoenix St., is George’s brother Thomas Kelland, with his wife Harriet and his
two children Edward, aged 9 years and Joseph aged 7 years. Another point to notice
is that there appears to be three other families also shown as living at 29, Phoenix St.,
making a total of 8 adults, 12 children and 2 lodgers all at the same address. At 31,
Phoenix St., there is also another family besides George and Mary Kelland making 4
adults and 11 children. There is no indication on the Census record of the size of
these houses and the area at the present time is open ground and in the process of
redevelopment, but it is not unreasonable to imagine that the houses were rows of
terraced houses. They would probably have no more than two rooms per family and
have to share the kitchen with the other family in the house. There would be no inside
toilet and often several houses shared the same outside toilet which was likely to just
be a large can with a board with a hole in it on top.
I wonder just how noisy it would be with so many people in the same household
particularly with lots of youngsters. George is still working as a labourer, but by 1851
their two oldest children George and John, are also working as labourers. They would
appear to have lived for about twelve years in Bristol before moving “ Up North” to
Droylsden, Manchester, Lancashire in about 1853. Nearly two hundred miles away.

How did they travel? What belongings did they have to take with them? There was
already a railway line from Bristol to Manchester. Would Mary and the youngest
children have travelled on the train while her husband George and the older children
borrowed or hired a horse and cart to transport what few belongings they had to take
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to their new home? Why did they choose Manchester? Perhaps because it was on a
rail route from Bristol. I am sure they were seeking for a better life, but how
successful this would have been, coming to Manchester, it is hard to know. There
would be plenty of work in the cotton mills, until the 1860’s and the start of the
American Civil War when there was a shortage of raw cotton. Whether the living
conditions were any better is difficult to know, or to imagine them being so. People
working in the mills worked very long hours in extremely noisy huge rooms with
dozens of either spinning or weaving machines clanging away and overhead pullies
and belts to drive the machines which were in turn driven by the engine in the engine
house. The workers learned to lip read as they could not hear anyone who spoke
because of the noise of the machines. There were lots of back-to-back terraced
houses, over crowding and pollution in the air from the smoke belching out from the
mill chimneys as well as all the terraced houses.

Typical mill of the Oldham, Manchester area.

A minder and piecers in the spinning room
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Mary was now aged 40 years and had just buried the last child she had born, Thomas,
aged about six months, at the end of 1852. She was 200 miles away from her familiar
surroundings; but George and Mary Kelland were not the only family to move to the
Droylsden area. George’s brother, Thomas Kelland and his family followed them, or
more likely they followed him. So Mary knew at least a few familiar faces. On 15th
July 1854 Mary gave birth to her last child, a boy, whom they again named Thomas.
My next contact with the family is the 1861 Census which is taken on 7th /8th April.
Having gone to live in an area where the names Kelland and Hawkins are unfamiliar,
and as Mary could not read or write, the enumerators would write the names as they
sounded. But, people from “The West Country” ( i.e. Somerset and Gloucestershire)
spoke with a different accent to people from “The North” ( i.e. Droylsden and
Manchester). This caused various spellings of those surnames. On Thomas’ Birth
Certificate his mother’s maiden name is spelled as Harkins instead of Hawkins. On
the 1861 Census I have three different addresses for various members of the family in
England, with the name spelled as Kellen, Kellin as well as Kelland. This has made
finding them quite difficult at times. Copies of these records have been included in
George’s story and from them the two members of the family not found in England
are Mary’s husband George and their son John. Trying to track the movements of the
different members of the family gives me the following time scale for them
emigrating to America.
Father George Kelland Snr. In America by 2nd February 1859
Son
John
Emigrated 1859.
Son
Robert
“
1861.
Son
George
“
1864. (Or maybe 1853 initially)
Mother Mary
“
1864.
Daughter Hannah
“
1864.
Son
Thomas
“
1864.
Daughter Eliza
“
1872.
Daughter Mary Ann
Never Emigrated.

This is the 1861 Census, (which I have shown on page 6 of George Kelland’s story),
of Mary Kelland with her daughters Eliza and Hannah and her sons Thomas and
George. Living next door is her married daughter Mary Ann Bland.
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This is the 1861 Census showing George Kelland Jnr.’s wife Mary Ann and daughter
Eliza.

This shows George Snr and Mary’s son Robert lodging with his Uncle Thomas and
family in April 1861 before emigrating to America later that year.

I have no further record of Mary in England and she emigrated to America around
1864. I believe her husband George and sons John and Robert had already gone to
America. Whether she emigrates at the same time as her oldest son George and his
family is not quite clear but would not be surprising as they certainly emigrate at
about the same time. At some time in the future more immigration records may come
on line and I may be able to find their records. Life in the mill towns of Lancashire
must have been hard as the American Civil war had been raging for the last three
years, so supplies of raw cotton would have been very scarce. What is known is that
Mary took her two youngest children, Hannah and Thomas with her leaving behind
her two daughters Mary Ann and Eliza. Eliza does eventually also emigrate some
eight years later, but Mary Ann never emigrates and so she and her mother would
never see each other again. (When I eventually write Mary Ann Bland nee Kelland’s
story it can be seen from the birth of her children that she and her family are actually
living in Glasgow, Scotland at this time.).
Next query is what sort of ship did Mary and her children travel on? I know that
when her son Robert emigrated in 1861 he went on a sailing ship, but by 1864 steam
ships were just beginning to take immigrants to America. Either way, she was likely
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to have travelled ‘steerage’. This was extremely basic accommodation below deck
and consisted of sleeping on boards or wooden slats, with the only other furniture
being long wooden tables and benches. Illnesses such as typhoid, sickness and
diarrhoea were rife – the smells were unbearable! Travelling by sailing ship would
take up to six weeks, but steam ships took about ten days. They would most likely
have sailed out of Liverpool. Sometimes the emigrants arrived at the port to find that
they had to wait many days for a passage. The lodgings were dirty and rogues would
steal their money and belongings. In the mid 1860’s the shipping lines were trying to
improve the conditions at the ports so hopefully things went well for ‘The Kellands’.
The next trace of Mary is on the 1865 Census in Pittsfield Massachusetts. Although
Mary and her two youngest children are there together with her son John and his
family and her son Robert there is no sign of her husband George Snr. or her son
George Jnr. and his family on this Census. I find it absolutely fascinating as to how
the members of the family managed to keep in touch with each other particularly as
Mary and her husband could not read or write.
By 1870 Mary is back with her husband and now they are living in Fenton, Michigan,
together with their youngest son Thomas, who is still at home, plus their now married
son Robert and their now married daughter Hannah living next door and next door but
one. Also in Michigan is her son John and his family living at Ann Arbor. Their son
George does not appear to have lived in Michigan, but can be found in Lynn,
Massachusetts. George must have met up with the rest of the family at some time as I
am 99% sure that the following picture is of Mary’s oldest three sons George, John
and Robert and the wives of two of them.
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This picture is from Ronald Bland in Jersey. On the back was written “My Father
Grandfather parents” ?

I feel this photograph was taken on the Reunion of the Kelland family on the arrival
of Mary and children from England and before George Jnr. and family went to live in
Lynn, Massachusetts. Probably taken in 1864-65. From left to right :John Kelland stood behind his wife Christina who has son Rosco, born about 1862, on
her lap, George Kelland seated in the middle and then Robert Kelland. Stood behind
Robert is brother George’s wife Mary Ann Kelland nee Bull. (I do hope I am right,
but there is no way of proving it at the moment).
The 1880 Census finds George and Mary still living in Flint Michigan with their
daughter Hannah still living next door but one to them. Mary is now aged 67 years,
although the Census shows her as being 71 years old. What an adventurous life Mary
had led for someone living in the 1800s.
My final record for Mary is of her burial in Oakwood Cemetery, Fenton in 1886. All
the time she was in America she lived next door to her daughter Hannah so it is fitting
that in death she is buried in the plot next to Hannah, her husband and their son Fred.
The memorial inscription reads:
Kelland, Mary, mother, 1813 – 1886
Wife of Geo. KELLAND
Adjacent to Geo. W. Johnson’s lot
JOHNSON

Geo W
Anna
Fred K

1841 – 1909
1848 – 1928
1873 – 1944

Note – George Kelland is not named on the headstone.
Just one little query. I wrote to the Vital Records Office for Michigan to purchase her
death certificate and they say it wasn’t registered there. Does this mean she died
outside the state or was her death not registered or did they miss it? I think she is
probably recorded as Kalland and this was not a variation they checked. Some day I
will try again.
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